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Have Pen, Will Travel

Robert Glasser
English Language Medical Editor, Department of Plastic Surgery, School of
Medicine, Fukuoka University

"Writing in English is the most ingenious torture ever devised .."--or so said
James Joyce who, as one of the last century’s greatest novelists, certainly earned
his right to an opinion on the matter. My guess is that few Japanese doctors
compelled to publish in English would disagree with him. Even fewer would
contradict another novelist, Edna Ferber, who characterized writing as "a
combination of ditch-digging, mountain climbing, treadmill and childbirth". Still,
most would probably insist that novels and medical papers have little in common.
And they would be wrong. For all writing shares one over-riding imperative: the
author’s responsibility to make the reader turn the page; the understanding that
no one has to read anything he writes, and no one will unless he makes it look
worth the bother.

In journal articles, this responsibility begins (and sometimes ends) with the
Abstract--two or three hundred words that must not only present your research
clearly, but demonstrate its importance. Fail here and you fail everywhere.

Anyone looking for professional assistance with English language medical
writing, editing, or proof-reading is encouraged to contact me or ask about my
service at the Fukuoka University Department of Plastic and Reconstructive
Surgery, with which I've worked the last ten years.

Robert Glasser
Phone and FAX: 092-716-1368
e-malil: sacnoth603@ybb.ne.jp
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